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STRING QUARTET

Though written in 1972/73 (and revised several times since), the lyrical three-movement String
Quartet sounds more “modern” than my later, and particularly most recent, works. While
fundamentally still tonal, it contains thematic passages whose chromatic bent and economy of
pitch usage suggests a brief episodic flirtation with melodic serialism (a path I never pursued).
The opening movement, while related to sonata form in such elements as a full return of opening
materials, is highly exploratory in its use of several recurring thematic segments. After a dreamy
opening, it reveals a more rhythmic, dancelike character, with a slowed coda that dissolves in a
complex, bitter harmony. The scherzo, which | wrote last, and very quickly, is a brief, ironic,
whimsical rondo—but with increasingly distorted returns of the rondo subject which almost
threaten to break the form. The slow, intense finale, starting out of the highest, quietest sounds,
reflects a long, troubled dream sequence, full of anxiety, childish resentments, and ultimately,
sadness, ending in a grey, bleak dawn.

[Note by the composer]
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DAVID AVSHALOMOV
Works for/with Strings

Elegy - string orchestra[9]
Pangs of Love - string orchestra[32]

(Romantic variations on a Rachmaninoff Love Theme)
Diamond Variations on an original theme,

string orchestra with opt. harp [12]
Concerto con Timpani (baroque) - timp., strings, harpsichord [12]
Arietta - flute and strings (opt. 2nd flute) [2]

String Quartet [23]
Trotsky's Train, piano sextet (string quartet with double bass) [32]
Also: version for string orchestra and piano

The Last Poet’s Farewell - solo violin [22]

Elegy arranged for solo violin with piano [9]

Dance - violin (intermediate) and (student) piano [3]
Diversion - violin and timpani [5]

Torn Curtain suite - violawith piano [32]

Sonata for Violoncello with piano [28]

Variations on a Beethoven Theme - solo violoncello [12]

Performance materials and complete list of works available through
@& Raven Music

davshalomov@earthlink.net -  www.davshalomov.com
(310) 392-2641
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